WDHT01
British Mark VI Ambulance Wagon
The military ambulance was first introduced by the British Army in the 1870s. It was a highly specialised vehicle designed for
the comfort of sick and wounded men. This required smooth running, good springing, ventilation and protective covering.
The design was developed and improved over time - the Mk V1 being introduced in 1903. This could carry twelve sitting or
four stretcher cases with additional room on the box seat. A large water tank was carried in a box under the rear tailgate.
There was a locker under the floor for medical supplies and dressings. Additional lockers were provided under the driver’s
seat.
The Ambulance was used by the British, Canadian and Australian Armies and served in all theatres. The price of the
ambulance in 1905 was £180 10 shillings - the equivalent to well over £10,500 today!

Before You Begin
This kit is produced using three materials – whitemetal, resin and etched nickel silver. All are potentially harmful if not
handled or used as intended. Do not feel tempted to place any parts in your mouth! Please wash your hands after a building
session. The dust caused whilst filing or sanding should be cleaned away as soon as possible and must not be breathed in
and we recommend the use of a face mask when sanding resin.
The detail parts are cast in a high quality whitemetal to provide as much detail as possible. Casting marks and ‘flash’ should
be minimal but can be removed carefully with a knife blade, fine file or fine sandpaper. Some of the smaller parts are cast on
to a sprue which also needs removing. Hold the sprue carefully using a pair of fine pliers and carefully cut the parts away.
The resin parts should feature minimal casting marks but again these can be removed with a fine file, knife blade or fine
sanding paper. Take extra care as the resin is softer than the whitemetal and material will be removed quicker. The resin
should be carefully washed and dried to remove any mould release. Warm water is best for this. Don’t use washing-up
liquid – it may prevent glue from sticking to the resin. Should any of the resin parts become distorted they can be immersed
in hot water – TAKE CARE! – and gently tweaked back into place. Do not leave the parts in the water for too long as this
may have an adverse effect, making them too soft. Under no circumstances, use a naked flame to heat the parts.
The fret of etched nickel silver details requires careful handling as its edges may be sharp. Cut each part in turn from the
fret using a sharp knife blade and file any remaining tags with a fine file. Fit the etched parts using glue.
We recommend that the parts are glued together using either ‘super glue’ – ACC - or a quick setting epoxy resin such as
‘Araldite’. Don’t be tempted to use the ‘instant’ versions of these products. A little time to adjust the fit is always wise!
Always follow the adhesive manufacturers’ instructions.
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Ambulance Body
Front Axle Bearer
Rear Springs x 2
Rear Axle
Brake linkage - driver’s side
Brake linkage - passenger
side
Front Axle Assembly
Front Axle
Brake Hand Wheel
Footboard Stay
Footboard
Cab
Tailboard
Roof
Sides x 2
Front Wheels x
Rear Wheels x 2
Draft Pole
Horses x 2

Construction
1) Turn the body (1) upside down. Glue the front axle
bearer (2) in place using the locating holes.
2) Glue one of the rear springs (3) onto the rear axle (4)
then glue this onto the body and glue on the other spring.
3) Fit the hand brake linkage on the driver’s side (5) with
one of the rear wheels temporarily in place. Carefully glue
the brake linkage in place, ensuring the wheel is not glued.
When set, remove the wheel.

4) Glue the hand brake linkage (6) on the passenger side using
the locating holes.
5) Glue on the front axle assembly (7) and then the front axle
(8). When the glue has set turn the body over.

6) From the etch,
remove the seat
etches (A). Fold up
the back rest and the
arm rests. Run some
glue into the fold
lines to strengthen
them. When dry, glue
onto the rear body.
7) Drill out the centre of the hand wheel (9) and glue in
place.

8) Glue the footboard stay (10) and then the footboard (11). Note the
canvas roll is on the underside.
9) Take the cab (12) and fit in place. If this is not a perfect fit, immerse
it in hot (not boiling!!) water and adjust so it’s a good fit. Glue in place.
10) Bend up the rear step from the etch (B) and glue on to the tail
board (13). Decide if you want the tail board in open or closed position
and glue in place.
11) If you want to show the ambulance set up for carrying stretchers,
take the two etched straps (C) and glue them on the seat backs in the
positions shown in the photograph. Ensure that the etched buckle
detail is uppermost. In order to fit the sides, the straps will need
shortening. Either cut and reduce the length of the straps to the seat
back, or carefully fold over and glue the ends to the rear of the seat
backs. Any stretchers would be loaded on top of these straps.
12) On a flat surface, take the roof (14) and fit the two
sides (15) – these are not handed. Make sure that these
are square and perpendicular. Once set, test fit by sliding
onto the body and file where necessary for a good fit,
watching out for the stretcher straps if fitted. It is worth
leaving fitting the sides and roof assembly until the
interior has been painted.
13) Fit the front wheels (16) and the rear wheels (17),
ensuring that they sit perpendicular to the axles. Once
the glue has almost set, sit the ambulance on its wheels
and ensure that it is level, with no rocking.
14) Fit the draft pole (18) to the front axle assembly. If
you intend to use the horses, ensure that the draft pole
lines up with the harness moulded on to each horse.
15) From the etch carefully remove the larger swingle
tree hooks (D). These are handed so make sure you fit
them with the side with the detail outward/
16) Decide which swingle tree you need. If you intend to use the horses, use the swingle trees with chains and strapping
(E). If you are building a wagon without horses, use the swingle trees without the chains and straps (F).
17) Carefully remove the required parts from the etch. Fold over the swingle trees back on themselves and carefully
strengthen with superglue along the seam. The chain is quite delicate - to give it strength carefully flood this area with
superglue. Glue the swingle trees to the etched
hooks, ensuring they remain horizontal.
18) The horses (19) have their harness moulded
on to their bodies. Align the etched strapping so
that it fits on to the harness.
19) Driver and passenger figures are available
separately (WD24). No provision is made for the
horses’ reins as these are very fine. They could be
cut from thin paper or plastic and carefully glued
in place. You may need to carefully drill through
the driver’s hands to fit the reins in .
Painting and Transfers
Ensure that all surfaces are grease and dust free. Clean the model carefully in warm soapy water if required, taking care not
to lose detail. Allow to dry and then spray with a suitable primer from an aerosol – we use Halfords Grey Primer.
The wagon should be painted War Department Green – see the prototype photographs. Humbrol 102 is a close
approximation to this. The wheel tyres can be painted a suitable grey – Humbrol Gunmetal is appropriate. The horses may

be painted any suitable horse colour!
A transfer set for the Red Cross roundels is supplied with the kit. See the box art and prototype photographs for details of
where these should be fitted. Please note that water based acrylic varnishes may be brush applied over the transfers,
solvent based varnishes must be sprayed on. Solvent based varnishes WILL DAMAGE the transfers if applied by brush. Full
instructions on how to use and handle these transfers can be found on our website.
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Extras
We have a number of figure sets in our range which complement this kit. WD24 is a driver and passenger for the
Ambulance. WD22 is a medic with stretcher case and seated wounded, whilst WD23 is a stretcher case with stretcher
bearers. Details of prices and photographs are on our website.

All these photographs show the cab roof
folded back.
Note the additional canvas curtains fitted
to the rear in the photograph (right).
Some of the photographs show
ambulances being pulled by four or six
horses or mules, rather than the usual
two. – probably because of rougher
terrain. Additional horses (WDACR21,
WDACM22 and WDACM23) are
available from our range.
We do not yet have any mules!

